ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
COMMUNITY FOREST AND OPEN SPACE CONSERVATION PROGRAM
PROGRAM NARRATIVE

FISCAL YEAR 2012
1. LEAD CONTACTS: Community Forest Program Project Contact: ENTER COMMUNITY FOREST PROJECT CONTACT LEAD; financial activity Contact: ENTER FINANCIAL OR GRANT SPECIALIST
2. BACKGROUND: Section 7A of the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act (CFAA) of 1978, as amended, (16 U.S.C. 2103d.) provides authority for the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture acting through the Chief of the Forest Service to establish the Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program (Community Forest Program) for the purposes of establishing community forests that provide community benefits by acquiring and protecting private forestlands. This authority continues indefinitely. Program delivery is guided by the Community Forest Program regulations (36 CFR Part 230 Subpart A) (published 10/20/2011; 76 FR 65121).
3. PURPOSE: Through the Community Forest Program the Forest Service is authorized to provide financial assistance grants to local governments, Indian tribes, and qualified nonprofit organizations to establish community forests. ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION requests a grant to acquire in fee ENTER NAME OF COMMUNITY FOREST PROJECT, in ENTER LOCATION OF COMMUNTIY FOREST. Communities and Indian tribes can sustainably manage these community forests for many public benefits, including recreation, income, wildlife habitat, stewardship demonstration sites, and environmental education. Through acquisition of lands through the Community Forest Program the grantee shall ensure the lands are:

· protected from nonforest uses

· promote defined community benefits

· provide public access

· be managed in a manner that is consistent with the purposes for which the land was acquired 

· be managed through a community forest plan. 
Specifically, the public values being protected by this project are: ENTER SPECIFIC PUBLIC VALUES TO BE PROTECTED.
The Federal role is to promote Community Forests through collaborating with ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION to establish community forests that provide community benefits by acquiring private forestlands and managing said community forests for community benefits. This purchase will help to implement the Northeastern Area Strategic Plan for 2008 - 2012 which calls for conserving the biological diversity of important forest land at risk of conversion and fragmentation, (Strategic Objective 1A). 

4. SCOPE OF WORK: The ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION will enter into a contract for the purchase of lands for the Community Forest Program. The Community Forest project includes ENTER NUMBER OF TRACTS tract/s that encompass ENTER NUMBER OF ACRES acres in ENTER TRACT LOCATION  FORMDROPDOWN 
. The transfer of lands to ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION will occur by ENTER DATE (< 2-years).

5. METHODOLOGY:
a.
The ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION will use funds under this grant award for 

1) The acquisition of lands, title to which will be held in the name of the ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION. Said lands shall be administered by ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION;

2) Real estate transaction costs limited to appraisals and appraisal reviews, land surveys, legal and closing costs, development of the community forest plan, and title examination.
b. The Grantee ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION will ensure that in acquiring the lands that the Community Forest Program Final Rule and the conditions of the Grant Award Letter Attachment C: Community Forest Program Award Provisions are followed.
6. TIMETABLE OF ACTIVITIES

Acquisiton Activities Consistent with 36 CFR 230.8
Grant recipients participating in the Community Forest Program must complete the following, which applies to all tracts, including cost share tracts: The specific tasks of this project are tentatively scheduled to occur as follows: 


Item to be completed
Tentative date of completion

1)
Complete an appraisal and review appraisal consistent with Federal Appraisal Standards: 
Month/Year
(i) For lands purchased with CFP funds, the appraisal must comply with Federal Appraisal Standards prior to the release of the grant funds. The grant recipient must provide documentation that the appraisal and associated appraisal review were conducted in a manner consistent with the Federal appraisal standards.

(ii) For donated cost share tracts, the market value must be determined by an independent appraiser. The value needs to be documented by a responsible official of the party to which the property is donated. 
2)
Prior to closing, notify the landowner in writing of the appraised value of the property and that the sale is voluntary. If the grant recipient has a voluntary option for less than appraised value, they do not have to renegotiate the agreement.
Month/Year
3)
Purchase all surface and subsurface mineral rights, whenever possible. However, if severed mineral rights cannot be obtained, then the grant recipient must follow the retention of qualified mineral interest requirements outlined in the Internal Revenue Service regulations (26 CFR 1.170A–14 (g)(4)), which address both surface and subsurface minerals.
Month/Year
4)
Ensure that title to lands acquired conforms to title standards applicable to State land acquisitions where the land is located: 
Month/Year
(i) Title to lands acquired using CFP funds must not be subject to encumbrances or agreements of any kind that would be contrary to the purpose of the CFP.

(ii) Title insurance must not be a substitute for acceptable title. 

5)
Record with the deed in the lands record of the local county or municipality, a Notice of Grant Requirement, which includes the following: 
Month/Year
(i)
States that the property (including cost share tracts) was purchased with CFP funds;

(ii)
Provides a legal description;

(iii)
Identifies the name and address of the grant recipient who is the authorized title holder;

(iv)
States the purpose of the CFP;

(v)
References the Grant Agreement with the Forest Service (title and agreement number) and the address where it is kept on file;

(vi)
States that the grant recipient confirms its obligation to manage the interest in real property pursuant to the grant, the Community Forest Plan, and the purpose of the CFP;

(vii)
States that the grant recipient will not convey or encumber the interest in real property, in whole or in part, to another party without permission and instructions from the awarding agency; and

(viii)
States that the grant recipient will manage the interest in real property consistent with the purpose of the CFP. 
Ownership Requirements Consistent with 36 CFR 230.9

Item to be completed
Tentative date of completion

1) Complete the final community forest plan within 120 days of the land acquisition, and must update the plan periodically to guide the management and the community benefits of the community forest.

Month/Year
7. ACCOMPLISHMENT AND REPORTING

a) Upon completion of this Community Forest project, the ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION agrees that all media, press, signage, and other documents discussing the creation of the community forest must reference the partnership and financial assistance by the U.S. Forest Service through the Community Forest Program.

b) After the project has closed, ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION provide the Forest Service with a Geographic Information System (GIS) shapefile: a digital, vectorbased storage format for storing geometric location and associated attribute information, of CFP project tracts and cost share tracts, if applicable.
c) Every five years, ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION will submit to the Forest Service (Northeastern Area or subsequent unit) a self-certifying statement that the property has not been sold or converted to nonforest uses or a use inconsistent with the purpose of the CFP. 

d) As a condition of this grant, ENTER NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDIAN TRIBE OR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION will be subject to a spot check conducted by the Forest Service to verify that property acquired under the CFP has not been sold or converted to nonforest uses or a use inconsistent with the purpose of the CFP

8. BUDGET INFORMATION
Acquisition of lands
	Tract Name
	Area (acres)
	Total Value of Acquisition
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	Acquisition Activity related to this grant consistent with 36 CFR 230.6
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