A not-so-final thought on the future of Indiana forests...
YOU play avital part in what happensto Indiana’ s forests!

Each day people make decisions about where and how to live, what to buy,
and how to have fun. These decisons, conscious or not, affect our forests;
the products they provide; the quality of our air and weter, and the animals

who depend on the forests to live.

Despite large population increases throughout the past century, Hoosiers
have worked to care for and improve the forests while deriving its
many benefits. The most recent inventory shows Indiana progressing
. towards balancing forest interests and uses. Data suggests
Indiana s trees are hedlthy and grow much faster than they are
dying or being harvested.

FIA information is being andyzed to examine more forest
issues than ever before. This booklet isthe first in a series of
reports that examines and evauates FIA information to
address forest resource issues. In the past, inventory
results focused on forest products and the effects on the
forest industry. Forest products are very important, and
are dill very much a part of reporting the results.
However, professiona foresters and land managers now
andyze dl agpects of the information to identify trends,
respond to forestry-rel ated issues, and identify land-use
pattern changes.

The USDA Forest Service, Indiana Divison of Forestry, and other
organizations will continue to look to the past and stay focused on
the future! Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) in Indianawill keep
yearly records of how our forestsfare in the future. In the past, FIA
took only one sngpshot of the forests every 10 to 20 years. Beginning in
1999, FHA began to measure a portion of the permanent inventory sites
(plots) annudly. Approximately one-fifth of the permanent plots will be
visited and remeasured each year. The additiona information will alow for a
faster response at times when forests are threstened.

Thank you for taking the time to become more acquainted with one of Indiana's
specia natural resources.
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