What types of treesgrow in Indiana? (county map)
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W hat types of treesgrow in Indiana?

How many different types of treesgrow in
Indiana? FIA investigates and measures all
trees on each inventory site (plot). More
detailed information is gathered on trees larger
than saplings or with atrunk measuring greater
than 5 inchesin diameter at 4% feet above the
ground, also called diameter at breast height
(DBH). They must be healthy, sound, and
reasonably straight. These larger treesare
considered “growing stock.” More than 85
different types of trees grow among the
growing stock found in inventory plots
throughout Indiana.

Some trees only grow in the wettest of sails,
like the baldcypress, eastern cottonwood, and
river birch; others prefer very dry soil
conditions, such as scarlet oak, blackjack oak,
and chestnut oak. Most tree species grow on
soils that are not necessarily too wet or too
dry; however, each species has specific needs
that, when met, allow them to flourish. Soil
depth, the direction the hillside faces, the hill’s
incline, and the position of the tree on the hill
determine the types and growth potential of
trees located on the site.




Figure 10 illustratesthe most
abundant trees and the number
found within each survey unit.
Each full treein thefigure
correspondsto 2 million trees.
Tree species under scor e each
cluster of trees. The size of

each treeisproportional tothe
number of treesit represents.
Tree quantitieslessthan
400,000 are not represented.
Each unit hasits own suite of
treesdueto the unit’s general
characteristics.
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The Northern Unit includes many
different types of growing conditions
dueto itslarge area (approximately
60 percent of the state). Tree
communities along Lake Michigan
prefer sandy soil and cooler climates. &
Trees located within the northern
lakes region of northeast Indianaand
in the mid-section of the state grow
onrich, glaciated soils. Of the et
inventoried plots, only pumpkinashis
unique to the Northern Unit. All

other northern speciesinventoried are
also located in the other survey units
(photo in Figure 11).
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The Upland Flats Unit closely
resembles the Bluegrass Region of : =
Kentucky. Most of the unit hasrich, —_
moderately moist sites that support

many different species of trees along R
itsrolling hillsand ravines. Of the ot
inventoried plots, yellow buckeye was Mengoney | goone
found only in the Upland Flats Unit.
This speciesis moretypical in Ohio ") P
than in Indiana forests (photo in
Figure 11). veo |

The K nobs Unit contains some of the é el I
hilliest country in Indiana. Asa

result, the area supports trees that o o
prefer very dry sites and ridgetops, as
well asthose that prefer very wet
sites, ravines, or “bottomland.” Tree

types unique to the unit include e w pery
blackjack oak and swamp tupelo. Part buw Spen
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of the unit stands on sandstone
bedrock; other areas developed over
limestone. This difference ; - _’a”jzsrroresf Types‘Iggs =
accommodates a variety of trees and ; - 350 — - -
their associated flowering plants and i —— - :ggg'algf:fy“
shrubs. The Knobs Unit contains the o Elm-Ash-Cottonwood
highest number of treesin state

= 1o Eastern red cedar-Oak-Pine
¢:20%_1m Other
(photo in Figure 11).
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The L ower Wabash Unit contains many
wet Stesand “ bottomlands’ dueto the
convergence of the Ohio and Wabash
Rivers. The unit’s environment
resemblesthat of the Gulf Coast rather
than the Gresat Lakes. Asaresult, some
vegetation and animd life have responded
to thisenvironment in alike manner
(Jackson, 1997). Treessuch asthe

ba dcypress and swamp cottonwood are
naturally more abundant herethanin
other partsof the state. The higher, drier
portions of the unit provide growing sites
for most of the common tree species
found in the other parts of Indiana (photo
inFigure 11).

Trees are often found in associations
called“forest types.” Magjor Indiana
forest types are cons stent throughout

the survey units. They contain primarily
hardwood trees with deciduous |eaves.
Trees of thistype have broad leaves that
bud each spring, change color infdl, and
drop before winter arrives. There are very
few natural softwood, conifer (cone
bearing), or evergreen treesin Indiana.
Eastern redcedar isby far the most
abundant evergreen native to Indiana.
However, areas of native Virginiapine are
found in southern Indiana; eastern white
pine in northern Indiana

Major forest typesinclude maple-beech,
oak-hickory, e m-ash-cottonwood,
aspen-birch and eastern redcedar-oak-
pine. Maple-beech includesblack cherry,
black walnut, and yellow birch. Oak-
hickory includesyellow poplar. Figure
11 showsthe percentage of the major
forest types by survey unit. Inthe
Northern, Upland Hats, and Lower
Wabash units, maple-beech isthe most
abundant forest type. Knobsisthe only
unit where oak-hickory is more abundant
than the maple-beech forest type.
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