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Executive Summary
Fiscal Year (FY) 1998 produced advances in integrating ecological issues with growth management
to improve the environment and the quality of life of urban residents.  Computer modeling tools like
American Forest’s CITYGreen are becoming available to local units of government to assist with
better land use planning and management.  Additional progress can be seen in the use of
partnerships to expand available resources and to increase program support at the state and local
level.  Citizen forester programs are one example of the expanding participation of concerned
citizens who want to play an active role in restoring their communities.  The future is indeed bright!

Trees, forests, and related natural resources are the basic tools of the program.  When managed
appropriately, these resources can contribute substantially to the well being and long-term
sustainability of urban communities.  Benefits include clean air and water, habitats for wild
creatures, usable open space, and a visually pleasing environment.  Unfortunately, these potential
benefits of natural resources are frequently overlooked because of a general lack of understanding
and appreciation of their value in urban areas.  Expanding awareness is one of the primary goals of
the urban and community forestry program.

Urban and Community Forestry Assistance is delivered to local communities in two components: a
federal program and a state program.  Funding from Congress to the Forest Service is pro-rated
regionally according to population and the number of communities.  Of the funds coming to the
Northeastern Area, a portion is used to sustain a federal technical assistance program and various
Congressional initiatives, the remainder is distributed pro rata to the states.

Forest Service personnel in three field offices of the subregions of the Northeastern Area provide
administrative support and technical assistance to the twenty northeastern area states and the District
of Columbia.  This includes oversight for special initiatives by Congress to address specific urban
natural resource restoration issues such as Chicago GreenStreets or the Northeast Pennsylvania
project.  Similarly, it includes a pilot project initiated in the Department of Agriculture known as the
Urban Resources Partnership (URP) program, designed to facilitate cooperation among federal
agencies in addressing local community natural resource problems.  Six cities in the northeast have
been designated as URP cities.

Another source of federal urban and community forestry funds is provided to the states through the
National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council (NUCFAC).  This group, which advises
the Secretary of Agriculture, awards competitive grants to communities and groups that are
addressing key national issues relating to urban natural resources management.  Eight of these grants
were awarded throughout the Northeastern Area in FY 1998.

Over $11 Million was distributed among the twenty Northeastern Area states and the District of
Columbia in FY 1998.  Of this total each state and the district received a $150,000 base allocation to
conform to federal requirements of having a full time program coordinator, a volunteer coordinator,
an active advisory council, and a current five-year plan.  The remaining funds, distributed pro rata,
are used by the states to support local community activities.  Some states use the funds for internal
staffing and provide technical and financial assistance to communities as requested.  Others allocate
most of the federal funds to grants-in-aid projects where communities compete for financial
assistance.  In FY 1998, the program  produced significant accomplishments addressing a wide
range of urban issues and involving thousands of hours of citizen volunteer labor.
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Lead to Comprehensive Land Use and
Management
Promote Sustainable Development
Increase Recreational Opportunities

America’s Urban Opportunities
Investment in appropriate management of our natural resources contributes to
meeting the many challenges facing America’s urban communities.  Natural
resources include the air, water, soil, vegetation, and wildlife.  Integration of these
resources into the planning for the revitalization and development of our
communities is an opportunity to address the social, economic, and environmental
health of all Americans in a comprehensive manner.

Education, financial investment, and an active citizenry are essential to realize the
benefits natural resources provide.  Comprehensive natural resources management
is an opportunity to assure sustainable community revitalization and development.

Managing natural resources will
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Improve Stormwater Management
Reduce Infrastructure Costs
Reduce Flooding

Improve Water Quality
Improve Air Quality
Reduce Pollution
Improve Community Health
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 Natural Resources Stewardship
Natural resources invigorate our communities, maintain stability, provide a sense of
belonging, and sustain our cities as desirable, healthy places.

In order for us to benefit from the opportunities natural resources provide, they
must be managed effectively and included in all aspects of land use planning.

Management of urban natural resources enhances the benefits of trees.

 ...increase the value of property by up to
20 percent.

Trees & Vegetation...
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...reduce stormwater discharge by
up to 40 percent.

...increase community pride.

...purify the air and reduce particulate
airborne pollution by up to 80 percent.

...reduce home heating and cooling costs
by up to 30 percent, potentially saving the
nation almost $1.5 billion a year.
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Vision
The vision for urban and community forestry in the Northeastern Area has
remained essentially constant since 1990, “…to achieve community
sustainability and an enhanced quality of life through stewardship of urban and
community forests and related natural resources.”  Implied in this statement is
full participation by all those who affect or are affected by decisions relating to
natural resources and their management in urban areas.  This reflects a
fundamental shift in responsibility from government to individual citizens to
accept a key role for the stewardship of critical natural systems that sustain our
collective well being.

Natural systems and processes provide an incalculable service to society in
terms of mitigating air and water pollution, reducing flooding, providing
abundant clean water, agricultural pollination, and maintaining essential
biological diversity.  These natural systems require management and care in
populated areas if they are to continue to function.  The responsibility for
management is complex and must be shared among government agencies, non-
governmental organizations, and citizens from all walks of life.

The goals of the Urban and Community Forestry Program are to effect change
within the various agencies, organizations, and individuals through awareness,
outreach, partnerships, and ecosystem-based management.  The focus is on
ecological health in combination with social and economic well being as they
contribute to healthy and sustainable communities.  Fiscal Year 1999 is the
final year for the current 1995-1999 strategic plan; thus, these goals could
change as issues and opportunities are revisited during the 2000 – 2004 update.

Our vision is of high quality, sustainable communities,
which is achieved through comprehensive urban

natural resources stewardship by a committed society.



Northeastern Area Urban and Community Forestry Achievements Report, 1998 5

Goals

Awareness

Create a responsible public and responsive government by promoting
an understanding of stewardship.  Emphasize the social, economic, and
environmental values of trees, forests, and related natural resources in
cities and communities to the public and others.

Outreach and Environmental Equity

Expand program participation by involving minorities, people of color,
American Indian nations, people with disabilities, and under-served
populations in all aspects of urban and community forestry.

Partnerships

Create and maintain partnerships that strengthen cooperative working
relationships and integrate diverse activities among public and private
agencies and organizations at federal, state and local levels.

Comprehensive Natural Resource Management

Implement an ecological approach that integrates biophysical, social, and
economic considerations to support healthy, sustainable communities.
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