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Vermont
State Forester: David Stevens

Contact: Steven J. Sinclair
Urban and Community Forester
Dept. of Forests, Parks & Recreation
103 S. Main Street, Bldg. 10 South
Waterbury, VT 05671-0601
tel: (802) 241-3673
fax: (802) 244-1481
e-mail: ssinclair@fpr.anr.state.vt.us
http://www.state.vt.us/anr/fpr/forestry/ucf

The mission of the Vermont Urban and
Community Forestry Program is to promote
the stewardship of urban and rural forest
landscapes to enhance the quality of life in
Vermont communities.  This mission
attempts to recognize the need to manage the
ecosystem as a whole and examines methods
of linking social, economic, and
environmental benefits.  This is accomplished
by providing assistance in a manner both
unique and appropriate to Vermont
communities and by remaining flexible to
local needs and goals.

Program Components

Public Awareness
Technical Assistance
Partnerships
Education
Volunteer Training
Municipal Outreach

Highlights

A total of $65,000 was awarded to 31
municipalities and volunteer organizations
for street tree master planning, tree planting
and maintenance, and educational programs.
This financial assistance leveraged an
additional $70,000 in local community
matched funding.

The Law of Trees, a four-page brochure, was
published by the Vermont Institute for
Government in cooperation with the Urban
and Community Forestry (U&CF) Program.
Targeting municipal officials, it illustrates the
importance of the town tree warden and the
legal issues concerning trees.  The publication
has been distributed to every municipality in
the state, to tree wardens, and to consulting
foresters.  A public service television program
about the brochure reached 100,000
households.

The January ice storm caused severe damage
to trees throughout the state.  In cooperation
with the USDA Forest Service, workshops
were held on identifying and evaluating
hazard trees for municipal officials at ten
locations, for professionals in the landscape
industry at three large trade shows, and for
affected homeowners at ten venues.  Safety
issues were always at the forefront.

In the aftermath of the January ice storm the
City of Burlington  updated its tree inventory,
began a streetscape master plan, held
homeowner educational workshops, and
leveraged private donations for future
restoration.

Branch Out Burlington  (BOB) is the
volunteer advocacy tree group in Burlington.
The organization helped coordinate outreach
efforts for communities in the Chittenden
County area and promoted urban forestry
restoration after the January ice storm.  The
State Program provided technical and
financial assistance to BOB and twenty other
volunteer groups throughout the state.
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Federal Program Support         Dollars in thousands

The State Program  FY 1995            FY 1996            FY 1997            FY 1998

The Burlington Free Press, Vermont’s
largest daily newspaper, sponsored “Trees for
the 21st Century,” a fundraising program in
response to the January ice storm.  Working
with the newspaper, the U&CF Program
assisted with public awareness and educational
efforts.  As a result, over $100,000 was raised
for needed tree maintenance and replacement.
During the duration of the fundraising
campaign, the Free Press printed weekly
editorials and other articles on the social,
economic, and environmental benefits of
trees.

   220.6  185.7                   190.3                1,052.1*
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Stewardship of the Urban Landscape
(SOUL) is a unique community volunteer
training program that combines urban
forestry skill building with leadership
training.  During FY 1998, 18 volunteers
participated in the 40-hour training, and the
past graduates helped sustain local program
efforts, including BOB.  As a result of this
year’s training, three new local programs
were initiated.

The State Program launched its web site as
part of a department-wide initiative.
Program opportunities, a calendar of events,
and direct e-mail access to urban forestry
staff are provided.

*Includes $871,700 in Ice Storm funds

U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy at Battery Park, Burlington for the city’s
“Trees for the 21st Century” kick-off event


