
The Challenge
Municipal foresters struggle to market the wood resulting 
from street and park tree removals.  Most of the unhealthy 
trees removed from municipalities is either landfilled or 
chipped for landscaping materials.
The United States generates over 200 million cubic yards of 
urban tree and landscape residue each year - at a huge cost 
to communities.  Approximately 15 percent of this material 
could be sawn into lumber and sold for a profit.  
If all of the urban trees removed due to storm damage, in-
sect, or disease problems, construction, or poor health could 
be sawn into lumber it would equal nearly 30 percent of the 
hardwood lumber produced annually in the U.S.!

The Solution
The Northeastern Area convened  experts and set out to 
turn a cost-burden scenario into an income-generating op-
portunity.  As a result, the Northeastern Area published two 
guides, “Recycling Municipal Trees” and “Utilizing Mu-
nicipal Trees;” sponsored several workshops, and provided 
assistance to jumpstart demonstration projects.

Resulting Benefits
Urban foresters, municipal managers and enterprising en-
trepreneurs now have  ‘how to’ sources for recycling, using 
and marketing urban wood.
A new business formed.  Citilog collects trees removed by  
private tree care companies.  Low quality logs are sold to 
cogeneration plants for fuel.  High quality logs are sent to 
Amish sawmills and made into custom cabinets and furni-
ture.  With the assistance of the Northeastern Area, Citilog 
has become ‘Smartwood Certified’  documenting  that their 
products come from recycled wood.
After learning that emerald ash borer left an estimated 5 mil-

“I do not believe I have encountered a more 
dedicated group of public servants than 

those who work in the field of urban wood 
recycling in the USDA Forest Service. ... 
taxpayers are really getting their money’s 

worth ...”  -- Sam Sherrill, author.
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This company mills their top selling product - wood flooring 
- almost exclusively from recycled municipal trees.

January 2004

USDA Forest Service
Northeastern Area
State and Private Forestry

lion dead and dying ash trees in Michigan, the Northeastern 
Area and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
hosted seminars exploring ideas for using the infested wood.  
As a result, a company that manufactures wood tool handles 
has announced plans to relocate to  Michigan and a tree 
service company plans to open a sawmill to manufacture 
railroad ties and other ash lumber products.
Inspired by the Northeastern Area, Sam Sherrill, a Univer-
sity of Cincinnati professor, recently published an additional 
technical resource “Harvesting Urban Timber: A Complete 
Guide.” 

Sharing Success
Over 10,000 copies of Recycling Municipal Trees and 4,000 
copies of Utilizing Municipal Trees have been distributed 
to interested individuals.
The Northeastern Area has  participated in 2 international, 
10 national and 28 regional and state-wide conferences 
on recycling and using urban trees. As a result, over 1450 
people learned new techniques for using otherwise wasted 
wood.
Ten business and forest products industry magazines have 
featured articles on recycling and using municipal trees as 
a result of these publications.
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