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PREFACE

This sourcebook represents a collaborative effort between the USDA Forest Service,
Northeastern Area, State and Private Forestry; the Northeastern AreaAssociation of State
Foresters; and the Northeastern Forest Resource PlannersAssociation to addresstheissue
of measuring forest sustainability. Forest Service and State resource professionalswork to
facilitate the collection, eval uation, and dissemination of information to foster the
conservation and sustai nable management of forest resources.

The USDA Forest Service, Northeastern Area, State and Private Forestry (NA),
commonly referred to asthe Northeastern Area, isa unit of the Forest Servicethat serves
the 20 States of the Northeast and Midwest, and the District of Columbia. It worksin
partnership with the State Foresters and State forestry agency staff to influencethewise
management, protection, and sustainable use of rural to urban lands and to enhance the
capacity of all foreststo provide benefitsfor agrowing America.

The Northeastern Area Association of State Foresters (NAASF) isanonprofit
organization that representsthe directors of the State forestry agenciesfrom each of the 20
States of the Northeast and Midwest, and the District of Columbia. Itisone of three
regional State Forester organizationsthat comprise the National Association of State
Forestersand is committed to working with the Northeastern Areaand othersto provide
better management, protection, and use of the forest landsthey serve.

The Northeastern Forest Resour ce PlannersAssociation (NFRPA) isanonprofit
organization that consists of the State forest resource plannersfrom each of the 20 States of
the Northeast and Midwest. It encourages and supports State forest resource planning
programs and worksto strengthen skillsin planning and resource and policy analysis, while
devel oping and maintaining aworking relationship with the Northeastern AreaAssociation
of State Foresters, the Northeastern Area, and other organizations.

Figure 1. The Northeastern Area, Northeastern Area Association of Sate Foresters, and the Northeastern
Forest Resource Planners Association serve the 20 Sates of the Northeast and Midwest. The Northeastern
Area and Northeastern Area Association of Sate Foresters also serve the District of Columbia.
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