


To Illustrate How Complicated 
Management Planning Has 
Become, The Recently 
Completed Mt. Mansfield Plan 
(Of About 40,000 Acres) Took 
Almost 10 Years



Green Certification

Now, We Are Faced With A New State 
Lands Management Complication –



The Division Is Under Intense 
Pressure From Local 
Environmental Groups To 
Jump On The “Green 
Certification Bandwagon”





The Forestry Division Is Deeply 
Committed To Many Of The Goals 
of Certification, And Needs To Be 
Able To Demonstrate To the 
Public That We Are Managing 
Sustainability



However, Before We Make A 
Commitment To Traditional 
“Green Certification” We 
Need To Fully Understand 
The Impacts It Will Have On 
Our Organization



To Gain Some Insight Into This, 
We Closely Examined 
Certification Reports For New 
York, Tennessee and Minnesota  



We Found Many Certification 
Conditions That Would Be Very 
Difficult for Vermont To Comply 
With

Without Identifying Specific States,



In One State,

The Report Said That While The 
Field Work Was Excellent,  
Documentation Was Poor



The Report Recommends 
A Major Shift Away From 
Staff Doing Field Work, To 
Planning And Documenting 
What They Intend To Do



The Certificate Reports 
Required Major Program Shifts 
Such As Shifting To GIS Based 
Mapping – Changes That Can 
Take 5 To 10 Years To Properly 
Implement In A State 
Government Environment










