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TREE REMOVAL TO 
BEGIN TO ERADICATE 
ASIAN LONGHORNED 
BEETLE IN JERSEY CITY 

New Jersey DEP 

Tree removal at the site of the 
Asian longhorned beetle 
infestation in Jersey City began on 
January 21st.  The New Jersey 
Department of Agriculture has 
contracted with a tree removal 
service to begin the first phase of 
tree removal, in which 102 infested 
trees and 48 adjacent host trees 
will be removed from the 9-acre 
site.  

By early spring, more than 300 
additional potential host trees on 
that site will be removed. The trees 
will be replaced using federal 
funding secured through the 
State’s Department of 
Environmental Protection's 
Community Forestry Program.  

"The Asian longhorned beetle is a 
very serious threat to our 
residential trees and forested 
lands," said Agriculture Secretary 
Charles M. Kuperus. "Tree 
removal is the most effective way 
to ensure that we eradicate this 
highly destructive insect."  

The Asian longhorned beetle, 
which attacks and kills maples and 
other hardwood trees, was 
discovered in Jersey City in 
October. It was the first time the 
beetle, which has caused serious 
tree losses in New York and 

Chicago, had been sighted in New 
Jersey. 

The N.J. Department of Agriculture 
has quarantined the affected 9-
acre site and the surrounding 1½-
mile area. With the help of tree 
climbers from the U.S. Forest 
Service, state and federal officials 
continue to canvass parks and 
neighborhoods for signs of 
additional infestation in potential 
host trees.  To date, approximately 
30 percent of potential host trees 
in Jersey City and more than 10 
percent of potential host trees in 
Hoboken have been inspected 
within the quarantine area, with no 
further infestation detected. The 
surveys are expected to continue 
until at least May 1. h 
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JILL MAHON SELECTED AS 
COORDINATOR FOR MIDWEST CENTER  

Jill Mahon has accepted the position as the new 
Coordinator for the USDA Forest Service, Northeastern 
Area’s Midwest Center for Urban and Community 
Forestry.  Jill brings a wealth of experience in urban and 
community forestry, most recently serving as the 
Community Involvement Coordinator for the University of 
Vermont Extension Service. 

As the Midwest Center Coordinator, Jill will work as a 
technology transfer specialist with the seven Midwestern 
States served by the St. Paul Field Office.  She will work 
with the other urban forestry centers in the Northeastern 
Area. 

Jill has both a bachelor’s and master’s degree in Urban 
Forestry from the University of Wisconsin at Stevens 
Point.  As Community Involvement Coordinator in 
Vermont, Jill provided statewide technical assistance to 
community volunteers, green industry professionals, and 
regional urban foresters.  She has worked as an Urban 
Forester with American Forests, a national non-profit 
forest organization.  She gained municipal forestry 
experience while working for the Wisconsin cities of 
Wautoma and Milwaukee.   

Welcome, Jill! h 
 

NJ GREEN COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD TO DR. NOWAK 

This fall, the New Jersey Forest Service presented a 
2002 Green Community Achievement Award to Dr. 
David Nowak, Research Forester and Project Leader of 
a USDA Forest Service research unit at Syracuse, New 
York.   His unit focuses on the effects of urban forest 
management on human health and environmental 
quality. He has authored nearly 100 publications and 
was awarded American Forests’ Urban Forestry Medal 
in recognition of outstanding national contributions to 
urban forestry research. Dr. Nowak’s research has 
helped New Jersey associate dollar values with the 
benefits provided by urban forests. This research was 
instrumental in a million-dollar settlement for Urban 
Airshed Reforestation in metro Camden and will impact 
future national environmental protection policy. h 
 

REGIONAL ECOSYSTEM ANALYSIS  

This summer, the Mid-Atlantic Center for Urban and 
Community Forestry participated in data collection for a 
Regional Ecosystem Analysis in sections of Philadelphia 
and southern New Jersey.  Using handheld IPAC 

computers loaded with ArcPad and City Green software, 
Donna Murphy, Center Coordinator, and Scott Harris, 
Mid-Atlantic Center Intern from Keystone College, 
worked with partners from American Forests, the 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, and 
the PA DCNR Bureau of Forestry to prepare for a 
training session and inventories of selected sites.  The 
data attained from the sites will be used to quantify the 
benefits of urban forests. The analysis is expected to be 
used for future watershed-based planning and policy 
development. The project is being coordinated by 
Patrice Carroll, Metropolitan Initiative Coordinator, USDA 
Forest Service. h 
 

FOREST SERVICE PROJECT FEATURED AT 
FORUM BY PENNSYLVANIA HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY'S GREENSOURCE PROGRAM  

The USDA Forest Service’s Urban and Community 
Forestry program funded a forum entitled From Spaces 
to Places: A Neighborhood Action Plan.  This 
Greensource event on April 9 was the fourth in a series 
on community-based revitalization plans featuring open 
space.  Presenters included: Patrice Carroll, FS 
Metropolitan Initiative Coordinator; Carolyn Placke, 
Director of Community Development for Project HOME; 
Anita Lager, Principal of Lager Raabe Sckafte 
Landscape Architects; and Mark Keener, Principal of 
Brown & Keener Urban Design.  The project team 
worked with community residents to identify and 
prioritize new opportunities for open space and tree 
planting in a neighborhood with a large inventory of 
vacant lots.  The project also included implementation of 
several demonstration sites that used simple landscape 
and tree planting designs to encourage community 
stewardship and discourage illegal dumping.  The 40 
attendees at the forum included landscape architects, 
planners, architects, foundation program officers, city 
agencies, and community activists. h

  NEWS FROM THE NORTHEASTERN AREA 
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DC METRO NURSERY    

On October 9, the National Tree Trust and the University 
of the District of Columbia held an open house at the 
District of Columbia Community Nursery located at the 
Muirkirk Farm in Beltsville, Maryland.  John Hazel 
attended representing the USDA Forest Service.  The 
nursery is working for recognition as a national model for 
community nurseries, providing education, community 
development, volunteerism, and professional 
development activities.  The National Tree Trust and the 
University of the District of Columbia, with corporate 
sponsorship from Potomac Electric Power Corporation 
(PEPCO), are growing containerized seedlings for free 
distribution to non-profit organizations for planting within 
the District of Columbia area. h  
 

THRIVING PLACES, SACRED SPACES, LIVING 
MEMORIALS WORKSHOP 

A diverse group of over 50 people representing 34 Living 
Memorials projects attended “Thriving Places, Sacred 
Spaces,” the Living Memorials Workshop held in 
November 2002.  Representatives assembled to hear 
presentations from experts in the fields of placemaking, 
landscape architecture, ethnobotany, and forestry.  
Robin Morgan, NA Assistant Director for Forest 
Management, delivered remarks on the Forest Service’s 
support for Living Memorials.  Phillip Rodbell, NA 
Federal Coordinator, provided technical assistance on 
navigating the federal grant process.  Matthew Arnn, 
Coordinator for the New York City Metropolitan Initiative, 
spoke about responses to September 11.  NE Research 
Social Scientist Erika Svendsen presented preliminary 
findings of regional social and site assessments.  
Speakers from Liberty State Park and the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection added to the 
workshop. h 
 

FALL MID-ATLANTIC UTILIZATION & 
MARKETING MEETING  

On October 1-3, 2002, the annual fall Mid-Atlantic 
Utilization and Marketing meeting was held at the Shot 
Cherry Cabin near Spruce Knob, West Virginia.  More 
than 25 professionals from the states of West Virginia, 
Ohio, and Virginia participated in some function of the 3-
day meeting.  The purpose of the annual meeting is to 
provide an opportunity for the state economic action 
program coordinators and similar professionals in the six 
states of the Morgantown Field Office to meet, obtain 
training, and discuss issues and activities pertaining to 
utilization and marketing.  Ed Cesa assisted Ed Murriner 
and Bill Pownell in organizing the meeting.  Jeff Bejune, 
recently hired forest products technologist, and Ed Cesa 
represented the Morgantown Field Office.  Matt 
Bumgardner and Delton Alderman, both from the 
Northeastern Research Station located in Princeton, 
West Virginia, provided overviews of their respective 
unit’s work.  The highlight of the meeting was an 

informational session held at the WV Wood Technology 
Center in Elkins, West Virginia.  This session provided 
an opportunity for academia and government-based 
wood technology programs in West Virginia to meet and 
discuss project activities.  Groups represented at the 
meeting included the West Virginia Division of Forestry, 
WVU – Appalachian Hardwood Center, WV Wood 
Technology Center, and the USDA Forest Service. h 
 

FOREST SERVICE NAMES BUSCAINO TO 
HEAD URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY 
PROGRAM 

WASHINGTON, DC –USDA Forest Service Chief Dale 
Bosworth announced the selection of Mark Buscaino as 
the agency’s first director for its Urban and Community 
Forestry program.  

“This new position adds a new voice to Forest Service 
leadership and demonstrates our commitment to caring 
for the land and serving people in urban and rural areas, 
and underserved communities,” said Bosworth.  “With 
his broad experience in urban and community forestry, I 
am confident that Mark will reinvigorate the program in 
the Forest Service.” 

Prior to his position as Chief Forester, District of 
Columbia, Buscaino was an urban forester for Fairfax 
County, Virginia, and city forester and parks supervisor 
for Takoma Park, Maryland.  Before that, he was Deputy 
Project Manager of the Urban Forest and Education 
Program for the New York City Parks Foundation.  He 
served 3 years as a forestry program volunteer with the 
Peace Corps in Benin, West Africa.  

“I am excited about joining the Forest Service and the 
opportunity to make positive contributions to urban, rural, 
and underserved communities across the country, ” said 
Buscaino. 

Buscaino, a native of New Jersey, holds a master’s in 
forest resources management and silviculture from the 
State University of New York College of Environmental 
Sciences and Forestry, Syracuse, New York, and a 
bachelor’s in marketing from the University of Maine, 
Orono, Maine. 

Mark took office in December. h 

PEOPLE IN PRINT 

Galvin, Michael F.  2002.  Bad 'Bradford'?  A 
Tree to Avoid.  Grandiflora, Mid-Atlantic 
Gardening Sept/Oct 2002: 30-31. 
 

Mahon, Jill R. and Robert Miller.  2003.  
Identifying High Value Greenspace Prior to 
Land Development.  Journal of Arboriculture 
29: 25-33. 
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SUMMARY OF FY03 PROJECTS 

Storm Assessment Protocol - In partnership with 
the Northeast Center for Urban and Community 
Forestry, the Mid-Atlantic Center is supporting the 
development of a web-based version of a Storm 
Assessment Protocol.  The protocol is a standardized 
method to assess tree damage in a simple and credible 
manner immediately after a severe storm. An on-line 
resource center will be launched that provides a variety 
of tools related to assessing storm damage, information 
on FEMA damage rating, and links to other planning, 
response, and storm management resources. 
 

Trial Research for Bacterial Leaf Scorch in 
Oaks - The New Jersey Forest Service will direct a 
research project on methods to control Bacterial Leaf 
Scorch in oaks.  Test areas will be seasonally monitored 
and recommendations, complete with a PowerPoint 
presentation, educational materials, and GIS -generated 
maps, will be released. Findings will be transferred 
throughout the Mid-Atlantic and greater Northeastern 
Area.    

 

National Arboretum Cultivar Out-Planting - The 
National Arboretum will field test tree cultivars 
developed at the arboretum for street tree and utility line 
planting.  Selected cultivars will be propagated from 
cuttings and grown using new pot-in-pot technologies. 
Long-term goals are to create a coalition interested in 
breeding trees suitable for utility and street plantings 
rather than for landscape use, identify future partners 
who are able to evaluate the trees after out-planting, 
and promote the use of more adaptable trees. A web 
site promoting new cultivars will be developed. 
 

Tree Autopsy Workshop - Working with the Forest 
Service Forest Health Program, the Center will develop 
and present a tree autopsy workshop that investigates 
why and how trees have died.  Topics include: growth 
patterns, wood types, wound history, decay, fungi, root 
anatomy, and Shigo’s CODIT.  An outdoor session 
dissecting tree boles to examine growth and decay 
patterns is planned.  Workshops will be delivered in late 
August and September in Maryland and Ohio, 
respectively.   

MID-ATLANTIC CENTER FOR URBAN FORESTRY AT KEYSTONE COLLEGE 
Donna Murphy, Center Coordinator, USDA Forest Service 

 

 
 

Urban Project Readers: 

Now moving into our third year, the Mid-Atlantic Center for Urban and Community Forestry is 
forging ahead with a multitude of technology transfer projects and making strides with projects 
from last year.  We have worked collectively to develop new technology transfer projects and 
are pleased with our projects and partners. Newly cultivated partnerships include the National 
Arboretum, New Jersey Certified Tree Experts, Northeast Center for Urban and Community 
Forestry, NEPA Community Tree Association, Penn State University, and the Forest Service’s 
Forest Health Protection program.  Through these cooperative partnerships, the Center is 
addressing technology transfer needs in research, education, and new technologies. 

Spatial data development for the IMS Geo-Referenced Reporting Database is complete. The 
database enables creation of on-line maps and reports of urban and community forestry 
accomplishments. Its availability will support congressional and legislative reporting needs in the 
Mid-Atlantic and build on the National Information Database currently serving the Northeastern 
Area.  

Although temporarily delayed due to fire suppression, the Center recently bid the Urban 
Appreciation Campaign Toolkit. The awareness campaign toolkit will be used in urging 
stakeholders to be more committed to urban forestry programs in the Mid-Atlantic.  Deliverables 
include sample cover letters and action alerts, public relations factsheets, fliers, statistic sheets, 
a mini poster, and a PowerPoint presentation. 

There is still much to do. I look forward to Center deliverables this year and thank the Mid-
Atlantic State Urban and Community Forestry Coordinators for their foresight, commitment, and 
expertise.  

Donna Murphy, 
Center Coordinator 

4 
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Pruning Techniques and the ANSI A300: A 
Guide for Municipal Tree Programs  

A PowerPoint presentation will be developed using 
photographs collected by the Penn State School of 
Resources and Penn State Cooperative Extension.  The 
presentation will begin with teaching tree biology and 
decay concepts.  Emphasis will be placed on “before 
and after” tree pruning examples and a discussion of 
pruning techniques will be included in a second 
presentation.  The presentations meet a need for an 
educational resource that specifically addresses pruning 
practices in the Mid-Atlantic. 

 

F-400 Series Resistograph to be Available for 
Loan 

An F-400 Resistograph manufactured by IML, Inc., a 
German-based company, is being purchased by the 
Center this year and will be made available to States 
and their partners for tree assessments, plot inventories, 
forest health monitoring, and educational 
demonstrations throughout the Mid-Atlantic.  The F-400 
series is recommended for tree use on the East Coast 
of the United States. h 

 

CENTER DELIVERS PRUNING WORKSHOP IN 
MORGANTOWN 

Donna Murphy 

In October 2002, the Mid-Atlantic Center for Urban and 
Community Forestry delivered an “ANSI A300 Pruning” 
workshop in Morgantown.  Professional arborists Dr. 
Tom Smiley and Joe Bones, F.A. Bartlett Tree Experts, 
delivered the workshop.  A morning lecture series 
focused on proper pruning types, cuts, pruning 
objectives, and writing specifications.  The afternoon 
was spent outdoors on the grounds of West Virginia 
University with demonstrations of cleaning, thinning, 
subordination, bracing techniques, and structural 
pruning.  The 55 attendees included regional foresters, 
urban foresters, shade tree commission members, 
certified arborists, and utility foresters from 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, Maryland, and 
Kentucky. h 
 

 
F.A. Bartlett Tree Experts provide instruction on pruning 
standards on the West Virginia University Campus. 

 
URBAN HEAT ISLAND PILOT PROJECT  

Three U.S. cities will team with NASA and the 
Environmental Protection Agency to study how urban 
forests may help cool inner cities, reduce pollution, 
lower energy bills, and help mitigate the increasing 
deterioration of air quality.  The goal behind the Urban 
Heat Island Pilot Project is to find the differences in 
cooling and heating between natural and man-made 
surfaces located within a city.  Participating in the 
project are Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Sacramento, 
California; and Salt Lake City, Utah.  Researchers from 
NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center, Huntsville, 
Alabama, are studying the bubble-like accumulations of 
hot air called urban heat islands, and how temperatures 
in these areas vary during night and day.  Heat islands 
form over developed areas as once vegetated surfaces 
are replaced with asphalt, concrete, rooftops, and other 
man-made materials. h 

 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 

National Tree Trust Community 
Tree Planting Grants 

Community organizations across the 
country are planting trees to enhance 
public land in both urban and rural 
settings. To accomplish the task, they are 
taking advantage of the National Tree 
Trust (NTT) grant program called 
Community Tree Planting. The program 
provides groups with 1-year-old, regionally 
appropriate, bare-root tree seedlings in 
bundles of 100 per species for planting on 
public property and along roadsides. If an 
organization wishes to grow the seedlings 
for a year or more before planting them in 
a permanent location, plastic containers 
and a subsidy for soil are provided. The 
program requires that volunteer labor be 
used to do the planting and maintain the 
seedlings.  Grant applications for the next 
round of projects are available, and trees 
will be distributed to qualifying 
organizations in Spring 2004. Details can 
be found at: www.nationaltreetrust.org 
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Delaware: 

KENT COUNTY PARK RESCUES TREES 

Bryan Hall, DE UCF Coordinator 

The Delaware Forest Service, Urban and Community 
Forestry Program (U&CF) partnered with the Kent 
County Parks and Recreation Department to relocate 
over 125 trees, valued at over $25,000, from the former 
Taber State Forest Biomass Wood Utilization Study Area 
to several county owned parks within Kent County, 
Delaware. Delaware Forest Service staff provided 
technical assistance to Kent County staff to allow for 
successful transplanting of a mix of 4- to 6-inch caliper 
native hardwood tree species, which improved urban 
forest cover within several Kent County communities.  
Within the past year, the staff of Kent County has 
ensured nearly 100 percent survival of these trees and 
has matched funds for this project in excess of $50,000. 
h 

 

District of Columbia: 

AINSLEY L. CALDWELL: NEW DC FORESTER 

Donna Murphy and Ainsley Caldwell 

Ainsley Caldwell has been selected as State 
Forester/Director of the Urban Forestry Administration of 
DC.  Ainsley began his career in rural Jamaica as a land 
surveyor.  Ainsley pursued a degree at Oregon State 
University, where he majored in forestry with an 
emphasis in forest engineering. After gaining 
professional experience in plantation and forest 
management, Ainsley worked as the Natural Resources 
Crew Supervisor, Prospect Park Alliance, Brooklyn, New 
York. While there, he designed and implemented 
silvicultural prescriptions to restore native plant species 
and produced a long-term comprehensive landscape 
management plan for the park.   

 

Still moved by a professional aspiration towards holistic, 
ecosystem-based approaches, Ainsley earned a Master 
of Environmental Management from the Nicholas School 
of the Environment and Earth Sciences, Duke University, 
Durham, North Carolina, with a concentration in urban 
ecosystem management and resource ecology. During 
this time, he worked for the Office of Research and 
Development, USEPA, Washington, DC, administering 
research grants and determining sustainable urban 
ecosystems research used in USEPA’s Urban Research 
Initiative.  Ainsley has since worked as Extension 
Educator -Team Coordinator, Cornell University 
Cooperative Extension, New York, New York, and most 
recently as the Director of Children’s Education and 
Family Programs, Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Brooklyn, 
New York. 

Regarding current plans for the District of Columbia, 
Ainsley realizes there is much to do. He looks forward to 
building on the tree inventory recently completed in 
partnership with the GCA Casey Tree Foundation and 
the DC Urban Forestry Administration. He is excited 
about the task of integrating the inventory with the City’s 
infrastructure data and management methodologies. His 
goal is to build more holistic approaches to managing 
the City’s extensive urban forest. 

We wish him the best! h 

 

DC TREE BILL PASSES  

After a 17-month campaign, The Urban Forest 
Preservation Act of 2002 was unanimously approved by 
District of Columbia City Council and sent to Mayor 
Williams for his signature.  Efforts of the Re-Tree D.C. 
Coalition and all the Citizen Foresters made the bill 
become a reality. The bill was up against a serious 
amount of opposition from local and national anti-
environmental interests.  “The D.C. Council, and 
especially Council member Schwartz, did an excellent 
job of completing this important first step towards 
restoring our disappearing tree canopy,” reports Chris 
Weiss, Director of the D.C. Environmental Network. See 
the bill at: 
http://dccouncil.dc.gov/images/00001/20010724145347.
pdf. h 

 

GCA CASEY TREES NAMES NEW EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR  

Donna Murphy and Barbara Deutsch 

The Garden Club of America (GCA) Casey Trees 
Endowment Fund has named Jim Lyons as its new 
Executive Director.  Lyons currently teaches 

NEWS FROM THE MID-ATLANTIC STATES 
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environmental leadership and natural resources policy at 
the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies 
in New Haven, Connecticut. Prior to joining the Yale 
faculty, he held the position of USDA Under Secretary 
for Natural Resources and Environment for 8 years. 
Lyons is a strong advocate for urban forests and open 
space and was instrumental in the creation of the Urban 
Resources Partnership (URP) to encourage 
conservation and natural resource restoration in cities 
across the nation. In 1997, American Forests recognized 
Lyons for his national leadership in urban forestry and 
awarded him the Global Releaf Award for public service. 
h 

 

Maryland: 

CENTRO DE LA COMUNIDAD AND DNR JOIN 
FORCES TO PLANT TREES FOR HISPANIC 
HERITAGE MONTH 

Maryland DNR 

BALTIMORE, MD  As part of Hispanic Heritage 
Month, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) Forest Service partnered with Centro de la 
Comunidad, Friends of Patterson Park, and Baltimore 
City Parks and Recreation to plant trees in Patterson 
Park.  Representing Spanish-speaking residents from 
North, Central, and South America and the Caribbean 
countries, teams of four volunteers helped plant 25 trees 
in a Heritage Orchard in September 2002.  Trees were 
also planted for the United States, Maryland, Baltimore 
City, and victims from September 11.  The Heritage 
Orchard was dedicated in a ceremony during Hispanic 
Heritage Month, which began September 15. Funds from 
a Title VIII Grant from the USDA Forest Service to the 
DNR Forest Service covered the cost of the trees. h 

 

TREE CARE EXPERT AGREES TO REPLACE 
DAMAGED TREE  

Maryland DNR 

ANNAPOLIS, MD - The Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) has accepted a settlement agreement 
between Licensed Tree Expert John Pinnock of the 
commercial tree care firm Community Tree Experts, Inc. 
of Ellicott City and a customer as a result of a 
departmental investigation.  

The settlement concludes departmental action related to 
a complaint from a Baltimore citizen in February 2001 
related to trespassing and property damage to a 
magnolia tree.  The firm was hired to do work on a 
property and damaged a tree in a neighbor’s yard during 
tree care operations, which DNR considers to be 
improper practice and wrongful conduct in tree care.  
The neighbor subsequently filed a complaint.  

 

DNR licenses commercial tree care practitioners; all tree 
care professionals practicing in Maryland must obtain a 
license to practice or advertise services. Pinnock and 
Community Tree Experts, Inc. have, through their 
insurance company, provided the cost of a replacement 
tree to the complainant. h 

 

New Jersey: 

URBAN AIRSHED REFORESTATION PROJECT 
KICKOFF IN CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY  

New Jersey Tree Foundation 

The New Jersey Tree Foundation, in partnership with the 
DEP’s Community Forestry Program and the Cooper 
Lanning Civic Association (CLCA), conducted a 
neighborhood tree-planting event to kickoff the Urban 
Airshed Reforestation Project in Camden, New Jersey.  
On October 26, 2002 – Make A Difference Day – 
hundreds of community volunteers converged to plant 
approximately 100 large shade trees in the Cooper 
Lanning neighborhood.  The Urban Airshed 
Reforestation Project mitigates air and water pollution in 
the ozone non-attainment area of South Jersey through 
the planting of 1,000 trees and the recruitment of 
numerous partners to support greening efforts.  One 
million dollars provided under a memorandum of 
agreement between the DEP and the New Jersey Tree 
Foundation, Inc., will link tree planting in an urban 
environment to air and water quality by providing a safer, 
healthier environment for residents most affected by 
industrial pollutants. h  

 

NEW JERSEY GOVERNOR ADDRESSES 
SPRAWL, TREE PLANTING, AND HIGHLANDS 
IN STATE-OF-THE-STATE SPEECH  

New Jersey Tree Foundation 

Governor McGreevey’s State-of-the-State speech 
identified sprawl as New Jersey’s greatest threat and 
stressed the need for environmental solutions to 
promote smart growth, pledging an additional $100 
million for open space preservation over the next 3 
years.  Stressing the need for environmental solutions, 
the Governor identified priorities that include planting 
100,000 trees, creation of two urban state parks, 
expansion of 200 local parks, and preservation of 20,000 
acres of farmland.  Smart growth initiatives include a 1-
year moratorium on building, developer impact fees, and 
steering new development to designated growth regions 
while limiting permits for construction outside those 
regions.  Preservation of the Highlands Region was 
specifically called for with a commitment of $50 million 
allocated to the Highlands Region. h 
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Ohio: 

NORTHWEST OHIO TREE COMMISSION 
SEMINAR  

This annual seminar, sponsored by the Ohio Division of 
Natural Resources (ODNR), Division of Forestry, Urban 
Forestry, was held at Bluffton College, Bluffton, Ohio, on 
Thursday, October 10, 2002.  Stephanie Miller, ODNR, 
Division of Forestry, Urban Forester for northwestern 
Ohio, organized and moderated the seminar.  Topics 
and speakers included: "Options for Trees, Sidewalk and 
Curb Conflicts" by Pat O'Brien, Forestry Inspector, City 
of Toledo, Ohio; "Theoretical Urban Forestry" by Alan 
Siewert, ODNR, Division of Forestry, Urban Forester for 
northeastern Ohio; "Emerald Ash Borer: A New Exotic 
Beetle Threatening Ash Trees in North America " by Bob 
Acciavatti, USFS, Forest Health Protection, Morgantown, 
West Virginia; "Basic Tree Identification" by Joe Puperi, 
ODNR, Division of Forestry, Service Forester; "Hazard 
Tree Evaluations and Resistograph Demonstration" by 
Pat O'Brien; a review of the "Me and My Tree” video by 
Del Barton, City Forester, Lima, Ohio; and a forum on 
"Utilizing Young People to Improve Your Community's 
Tree Care Program" by three speakers -- Greg Gerwin, 
Gibsonburg, Ohio, Village Administrator; Rick Nelson, 
Montpelier, Ohio, Parks and Recreation Director; and Art 
Landseadel, Sylvania, Ohio, City Forester.  The seminar 
was attended by about 50 individuals representing 
ODNR and many municipalities throughout northwestern 
Ohio. h 

 

Pennsylvania: 

MTRP MAKES STRIDES IN 2002 

Anne Buckelew Cumming and Henry Gerhold 

2002 proved to be a successful and productive year for 
the Pennsylvania Municipal Tree Restoration Program 
(MTRP).  With a new grants program, continuing 
research in cultivar performance and carbon storage, 
and public education and outreach, the MTRP has made 
significant strides in influencing a positive relationship 
between utilities and municipal tree care. 

The first awards for the new MTRP Electric Utility Grants 
were granted in 2002.  Fourteen communities, serviced 
by six utility companies, were awarded more than 
$33,000.  Projects were chosen to coordinate with the 
utility’s tree pruning and removal schedule and grants 
were used to aid communities to choose appropriate 
species and cultivars for planting under or near utility 
lines and to stimulate improvement of municipal tree 
programs. 

Research on cultivar compatibility with overhead wires 
has continued for over a decade.  Studies are coming to 
an end, with a total of 103 tests of 61 cultivars in 78 
municipalities.  Data from these tests have been used to 
compile and update the Compatible Tree Factsheets, a 
reference that no street tree manager should be without.   

The amount of carbon stored by trees is of interest to 
utility companies participating in the US Department of 
Energy’s Climate Challenge Program.  Research 
supported by the MTRP and Allegheny Energy and 
completed by Andra Johnson at Penn State University 
examined carbon stored in trunks, branches, and roots 
of smaller maturing trees resulting in equations to predict 
the weight of carbon stored in roots and above-ground 
portions of the trees. 

The Extension Urban and Community Forestry Program, 
which compliments MTRP, has actively helped 
Pennsylvania communities develop their tree programs 
through many workshops, publications, grant assistance, 
and technical advice for municipal officials and volunteer 
groups in 2002. h 

 

West Virginia: 

WEST VIRGINIA MOUNTAINEER TREEWAYS 
PROGRAM   
Donna Murphy 

In 2002, the West Virginia Division of Forestry developed 
a companion program to the National Tree Trust 
Community Tree Planting program that encourages 
volunteer tree planting along transportation corridors in 
West Virginia.  The new program, West Virginia 
Mountaineer Treeways, strives to enhance and beautify 
West Virginia’s roadway corridors by providing trees to 
shade rest areas, beautify roadside parks, control 
erosion on steep banks, and provide windbreaks.  
Partnerships with the WV Division of Highways, Natural 
Resources, and Turnpike Authority help support planting 
activities.  Seedlings from the program are provided 
through the National Tree Trust and raised at Clements 
State Tree Nursery by the Division of Forestry.  
Applications for the 2003 planting season are due prior 
to the digging season in early April.  Questions or 
requests for applications should be directed to Andy 
Sheetz at 304-558-2788 - e-mail 
asheetz@gwm ail.state.wv.us. h 
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GOLD LEAF AWARDS 

Annually, each ISA Chapter selects recipients for the 
ISA Gold Leaf Award.  The honor represents 
achievement in one of two categories: overall 
arboriculture program or outstanding Arbor Day 
Celebration.  In 2002, winners in the Mid-Atlantic region 
included: John Ohler (Wye Oak 
Project, Maryland), Berlin 
Intermediate School (Arbor Day 
program, Maryland), American 
Electric Power Connects WV 
(Trees for Earth Day Project, West 
Virginia), Parkersburg Tree Board 
(Inventory, West Virginia), City of 
Hinton (Inventory, West Virginia), 
Bill Beck and James Briscoe 
(Urban Forestry Administration, 
DC), Sally Boasburg (Green 
Spaces for DC), GCA/Casey 
Tree Foundation (Inventory, 
DC), and Community 
Resources (Tree Stewardship, 
DC).  Congratulations to these, 
and all the winners. h 

 

 
Gold Leaf Award Winners from Washington, DC (from left to 
right): Dawn Gifford (Community Resources), Mike Connell 
(Community Resources), James Brisco (DDOT UFA), Bill Beck 
(DDOT UFA), Phil Hammond (DDOT UFA), Sally Boasburg 
(Green Spaces for DC), Mark Buscaino (DDOT UFA), Barbara 
Shea (GCA), and Paul Revell (MAC ISA). 

 
MAC ISA - IMPRESSIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
FOR 2002 

Mike Galvin, MAC ISA Chapter President, highlighted 
accomplishments from 2002 in the President’s annual 
letter to the MAC ISA membership.  Some of the 
impressive accomplishments this year include a new 
membership brochure, development of scholarships to 

the Chapter’s Annual Meeting for students, creation of a 
Chapter-level awards program for members, publication 
of four issues of the MAC-ISA newsletter, "The Log," and 
“The Gold Leaf Awards,” recognizing excellent Arbor 
Day and Landscape projects. Mike reported that the 
MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship at the University 
of Maryland, held during the campus’ Agriculture 
Awareness Day, was a huge success.  Two seminars,  
“Hazard Tree Assessment” with Ed Hayes and “ANSI 
Z133-Hazard Tree Assessment” with Don Blair and 
Martin MacKenzie, were well attended. Arborist 
certification is on the rise with a 5.8 percent increase in 
certified arborist memberships.  The Chapter delivered 
three certification courses and proctored 14 Certified 
Arborist exams.  A highlight in 2002 was the launch of 
www.goodtreecare.com to help members and the public 
locate Certified Arborists in Maryland, Virginia, West 
Virginia, and the District of Columbia. h 

 
PENN-DEL ISA PRESENTS PRESIDENT'S 
AWARD  

Lou Giroud, President of Giroud Tree Service, received 
the President's Award from Ben Tressalt, President of 
the Penn-Del ISA.  The Award was presented in 
recognition of Lou's sustained and outstanding efforts 
and contributions to the Penn-Del Chapter and the tree 
care industry. h 

 
OHIO ISA 

The purpose of the International Society of 
Arboriculture's (ISA) Ohio Chapter is to foster a better 
understanding of plants and their safe care through the 
education of professional arborists and the 
dissemination of information to prospective clients 
throughout the State.  Organized in 1942, the Ohio 
Chapter is one of 33 regional or state non-profit chapters 
of ISA.  Membership includes commercial, municipal, 
utility, and research arborists, as well as college 
students pursuing related degrees.  For more 
information, visit www.ohiochapterisa.org. h 

 

NEW JERSEY ISA 

For information on the New Jersey Chapter of ISA, 
contact isa@isa-arbor.org. h 
 

AEP’s Trees for Earth 
Day Program planted 
trees and seedlings at 
72 West Virginia 
schools. 

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF ARBORICULTURE 
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March 2003 

7, 14, 
21 

Arborist Short Course, Penn State Mont Alto 
Campus, Mont Alto, PA.  Three Fridays, 9 
am – 5 pm.  For more information contact Bill 
Elmendorf at 814/863-7941. 

10 – 14 Arborist Short Course, Lock Haven University 
of PA.  Contact Scott Sjolander at 
814/333/7460. 

11 – 13 Trees and Utilities National Conference, 
Arbor Day Farm, Lied Conference Center, 
Nebraska City, NE.  For more information go 
to www.arborday.org. 

12 Pruning Techniques for Trees and Shrubs, 
Milford Township, Bucks Co., PA.  Contact 
Julianne Shieffer at 610/489-4315. 

13 New Jersey Urban and Community Forestry 
Council Meeting, Freehold, NJ.  Contact 
Michael D’Errico at 609/292-2532. 

18 Pruning Techniques for Trees and Shrubs, 
Williamsport, PA.  Contact Vinnie Cotrone at 
570/825-1701. 

18 Managing Invasive Landscape Plants, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Meadville, PA.  Contact 
Scott Sjolander at 814/333-7460. 

18 Tree Cabling and Bracing, Morris Arboretum 
of Univ. of PA, Philadelphia, PA 9am – 4 pm.  
Rain date March 21.  For information contact 
215/247-5777. 

19 – 21 Arborist Certification Course, Department of 
Public Works, Fredrick, MD. 8 – 5:30. Dr. 
Virginia Lerch will present this course 
sponsored by MAC ISA.  For information 
contact 703/753-0499 or www.mac -isa.org. 

19 Pruning Techniques for Trees and Shrubs, 
Meadville, PA.  Contact Scott Sjolander at 
814/333-7460. 

20 Ohio Urban and Community Forestry Council 
Meeting, Columbus, NJ.  Contact Drew Todd 
at 614/265-6707. 

21 Pruning Techniques for Trees and Shrubs, 
Scranton, PA.  Contact Vinnie Cotrone at 
570/825-1701. 

22 – 25 Southern Chapter ISA 61st Annual 
Conference and Trade Show, Grove Park 
Inn, Asheville, NC.   

24 Roadside & Right-Of-Way Vegetation 
Management, COOK CAMPUS CENTER 
Multi-Purpose Room A-B-C, Biel Rd., New 
Brunswick, NJ 08901.  9:00AM - 3:30PM.  
Are you responsible for maintaining the 
endless miles of vegetation along our state's 
highways and byways? If so, you definitely 
need to attend this interactive and practical 
course! Learn how to control those pesky 
weeds and reduce your use of pesticides and 
herbicides at the same time. Also learn how 
to develop improved public relations with 
your customers. Topics to be presented will 
include: pesticide regulation updates, factors 
affecting woody stem control and easement 
pruning. FEES: Early Registration Fee 
$135.00  6/11/2002 - 2/21/2003.  
http://aesop.rutgers.edu/~ocpe 

25 – 26 Forestry’s Role in Integrated Water 
Management, Nittany Lion Inn, University 
Park, PA.  Sponsored by the Penn State 
School of Forest Resources Issue 
Conferences.  For more information contact 
814/865-7050. 

27 Pruning Techniques for Trees and Shrubs, 
Pittsburgh, PA.  Contact Mark Remcheck at 
724/228-6881. 

29 – 
Apr 2 

American Planning Association National 
Conference. Online Registration for the 2003 
APA National Planning Conference is now 
open. The complete list of sessions, mobile 
workshop, meetings, special events, and 
tours is available on the web. Learn about 
better data, GIS, and transportation. For 
more information see: 
http://www.planning.org/ 

 
 

April 2003 

1 Tree Protection During Construction, Morris 
Arboretum of Univ. of PA, Philadelphia, PA.  
Contact 215/247-5777. 

2 Maryland Arbor Day 

5 ISA Tree Climbing Championship, Mid-
Atlantic Chapter, Joseph Bryan Park, 
Richmond, VA.  For information, registration 
and information on rain-date, contact MAC 
ISA at 703/753-0869. 

URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY MID-ATLANTIC REGION 
Calendar of Events, Meetings & Conferences 

March 2003 
 

Also Available Online at: 
www.fs.fed.us/na/morgantown/uf/ufcalendar.html 
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10 New Jersey Urban and Community Forestry 
Council Meeting, Freehold, NJ.  Contact 
Michael D’Errico at 609/292-2532. 

10 Tree Risk Assessment: Introduction to 
Evaluating Trees for Hazardous Conditions, 
Williamsport, PA.  Contact Vinnie Cotrone at 
570/825-1701. 

11 Tree Risk Assessment: Introduction to 
Evaluating Trees for Hazardous Conditions, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA.  Contact Vinnie Cotrone at 
570/825-1701. 

11 Virginia Arbor Day                                         
West Virginia Arbor Day 

13 Inaugural National Conference on Coastal 
and Estuarine Restoration, Hyatt Regency 
Inner Harbor Hotel, Baltimore, Maryland. 
Hosted by Restore America’s Estuaries, this 
will be the first ever, national conference to 
focus on the goals and practices of coastal 
and estuarine restoration. For more 
information, contact Restore America’s 
Estuaries at 703/524-0248 or 
http://www.estuaries.org. 

22 – 23 Baltimore Ecosystem Study Quarterly 
Science Meeting, Baltimore MD.  For more 
information go to http://www.ecostudies.org/bes. 

24 Maryland Arborist Association Spring 
Membership meeting.  For information visit 
www.mdarborist.com. 

25 Delaware Arbor Day 
District of Columbia Arbor Day 
Ohio Arbor Day 
New Jersey Arbor Day 
Pennsylvania Arbor Day 

27 Montgomery County, Maryland Arbor Day 
Celebration. 

 

May 2003 

7 – 9 Northeastern Area Urban and Community 
Forestry Coordinators Annual Meeting, 
Mitchell, IN.   

8 New Jersey Urban and Community Forestry 
Council Meeting, Freehold, NJ.  Contact 
Michael D’Errico at 609/292-2532. 

12 Tree Inventories, Palm Pilots and Desktop 
Computer Applications, Penn State Mont Alto 
Campus, Mont Alto, PA.  Contact Bill 
Elmendorf at 814/863-7941. 

13 – 15 Using Science to Assess Environmental 
Vulnerabilities, King of Prussia, PA.  For 
more information see www.reva-maia.org. 

14 Pennsylvania Urban and Community 
Forestry Council Meeting, State College, PA.  
For information contact Karli Suders at 
717/705-2825. 

16 – 17 Community Tree Stewards: Short Course for 
Shade Tree Commissioners, Municipal 
Officials and Volunteers.  University Park, 
PA.  Contact Bill Elmendorf at 814/863-7941. 

27 Delaware Urban and Community Forestry 
Council Meeting.  For more information 
contact Bryan Hall at 302/349-5754. 

28 – 30 Designing Green Partnerships of Nature and 
Humanity, American Ecological Engineering 
Society Annual Meeting, College Park, MD.  
For more information see 
www.bre.umd.edu/aees 2003. 

 

June 2003 

6 Introduction to Tree Evaluation and 
Appraisal, Slippery Rock University, PA.  
Contact Scott Sjolander at 814/333-7460 or 
Mark Remcheck at 724/228-6881. 

 

July 2003 

1 Baltimore Ecosystem Study Quarterly 
Science Meeting.  For more information go to 
http://www.ecostudies.org/bes. 

9 Introduction to Tree Evaluation and 
Appraisal, Allentown Parks Department, 
Cedar Beach Park, PA.  Contact Julianne 
Schieffer at 610/489-4315 or Vinnie Cotrone 
at 570/825-1701. 

29 - 31 Penn Allied Nursery Trade Show (PANTS).  
For more information www.pantshow.com. 

 

August 2003 

6 – 9 ISA Annual Conference, Montreal, Quebec. 

13 Pennsylvania Urban and Community 
Forestry Council Meeting, State College, PA.  
For information contact Karli Suders at 
717/705-2825. 

 

September 2003 

13 Backyard Invaders: Plants In and Out of the 
Garden, Regional Invasive Plants 
Conference 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Delaware 
Center for Horticulture Wilmington, DE.  This 
regional conference will provide awareness 
to the general public: solutions, alternatives, 
and control of invasive plants in Piedmont 
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and control of invasive plants in Piedmont 
and Coastal Plain regions.  Local projects will 
be showcased and applications of invasive 
species issues and management 
investigated.  The conference emphasizes an 
integrated approach to invasive species at 
the homeowner scale.  Contact: 302/658-
6262. 

17 – 20 

 

American Forests 2003 National Urban 
Forest Conference in San Antonio, Texas. 
Engineering Green into metropolitan America 
is not only the recipe for a healthy city, but 
the theme of the 2003 National Urban Forest 
Conference. 

The growth of metropolitan areas has 
stretched the capacity of most urban areas to 
survive. The cost of building and maintaining 
infrastructure while keeping the air, water 
and energy needs safe for residents has 
created a seemingly insurmountable 
challenge. Can we change this direction?  
Cities need a lesson in ecology-to 
incorporate ecological principals into urban 
planning and development. Engineering 
cities into existing natural systems is not a 
new idea, but one that is not widely 
practiced. Trees are the lungs, water filters, 
and air conditioners of our cities. Many 
research and demonstration projects over the 
last decade have shown their effectiveness 
to clean the air, purify surface water, and 
cool urban heat islands. Engineering Green 
will showcase ways that cities can build 
according to nature's laws and rise above the 
financial, ecological, and social tides of urban 
growth. 

28 MAC-ISA Senior (over 40) Tree Climbing 
Championship, Annapolis, MD. Contact Paul 
Martin, 703/818-8228. 

29 – 
Oct 1 

Mid-Atlantic Chapter of ISA Annual Meeting, 
Annapolis, MD.  For more information visit 
www.mac-isa.org. 

29 – 
Oct 1 

Building for Greener Communities, National 
Conference, Nebraska City, NE.  Sponsored 
by the National Arbor Day Foundation.  For 
more information visit www.arborday.org. 

 

October 2003 

16 – 17 Baltimore Ecosystem Study Annual Meeting, 
Baltimore, MD.  For more information go to 
http://www.ecostudies.org/bes. 

 

16 – 17 12th Annual Pennsylvania Community 
Forestry Workshop, State College, PA.  For 
information contact Bill Elmendorf at 
814/863-7941. 

18 Lightning Protection and Aerial Rescue 
Workshop, National Arboretum, Washington, 
DC, sponsored by MAC ISS, Maryland 
Arborist Association, and the National 
Arboretum.  More details coming soon.  
Contact MAC ISA 703/753-0499. 

25 – 29 Society of American Foresters, National 
Convention, Buffalo, NY. For more 
information go to 
www.safnet.org/calendar/conv2003. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next issue of Urban Projects from the 
Morgantown Field Office will be Summer 2003. 

Please send articles or events to: 
Anne Buckelew Cumming 

USDA Forest Service, 180 Canfield Street 
Morgantown, WV  26505 or 

acumming@fs.fed.us 
 

 


