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Program Overview

The Maryland U&CF Program supports and encourages
urban natural resource stewardship throughout the
State. With program functions ranging from protecting
trees during development, to working with community
groups on tree planting projects, Maryland’s U&CF
Program is a progressive, far-reaching, and 
comprehensive effort to enhance the urban forest
function and increase forest cover in the State.

Program Accomplishments

Revitalizing Baltimore (RB) is one of many initiatives
active in Maryland. RB is a regional partnership
strengthening community-based efforts to improve
urban natural resources supported by the USDA
Forest Service and managed by the Parks & People
Foundation in cooperation with the Maryland State
Forester. This national model for community forestry
and watershed organizing equips people to care for
natural resources and to employ these resources to
revitalize their neighborhoods. Over the last 8 years,
RB has been focusing its efforts along stream valleys
and in neighborhoods with significant tree deficits,
helping to "green" 45 neighborhoods by planting more
than 5,500 street trees and 11,800 riparian plants in
more than 500 projects, involving more than 3,000
volunteers, annually. RB has also provided stewardship
education to more than 10,700 students and 600
adults. RB’s 20 partnering organizations include the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources Forest
Service, Baltimore City, Baltimore County, several
nonprofit organizations, three watershed associations,
businesses, and academic institutions. RB actively
reaches out to culturally diverse communities to 
help residents plant trees along streets and streams,
transform vacant lots to community green spaces,
restore parks and schoolyards, and support youth
education and adult training to foster stewardship of
natural resources.

During FY 2002, RB supported community forestry
activities among partner agencies and neighborhood
groups through community organizing, technical
assistance, volunteer training, and logistical support.
This resulted in planting 2,002 street trees, more than
doubling last year’s production, by effectively implementing
the USDA Forest Service Title VIII and inner-city grants.
RB also maintained 4,200 street trees and 12,000

riparian plants as part of 125 projects involving 3,200
volunteers who logged 8,100 work hours. RB expanded
a successful demonstration project at Franklin Square
Elementary School (inner-city grant to six other city
schools, removing asphalt and restoring schoolyard
habitats. 

Statistical Highlights

Number of communities assisted: 354
Number of days of volunteer assistance to program:
10,808
Number of Tree City USA communities: 36
Number of Tree City USA Growth Awards: 9
Number of Tree Line USA Awards: 3

Contact

Mike Galvin, Supervisor
U&CF
Maryland Department of Natural Resources Forest
Service
Tawes State Office Building, E-1
580 Taylor Avenue
Annapolis, MD 21401
410–260–8507 (phone)
410–260–8595 (fax)
e-mail: mgalvin@dnr.state.md.us
http://www.dnr.state.md.us
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Blacktop is being removed at the Franklin Square
Elementary School. The first phase of removal and planting
inlcuded this reading circle designed by the students.




