New Jersey

Program Overview

Across the State, the New Jersey Forest Service
Community Forestry Program is spreading the message
that our urban and community forests have tremendous
value and are worthy of investment. This message
resulted in many activities and achievements in FY 2002.

Program Accomplishments

Conectiv Electric Utility negotiated to have $1 million
of its recent air pollution fine money donated to the
New Jersey Tree Foundation (a nonprofit organization
working with the Community Forestry Program) for a
massive Urban Airshed Reforestation project in the
Camden area. Trained volunteers are planting 3-inch
caliper shade trees in the communities most directly
affected by the air pollution that led to the fines.
These cooperative efforts, based on Dr. David Nowak’s
(USDA Forest Service) Urban Forest Effects (UFORE)
research findings, demonstrate the positive effects of
our urban forests on the environment and health of
people in urban communities.

The New Jersey No Net Loss Reforestation Act has
been amended to mandate that when a State entity
needs to clear a half acre or more of forest, it must
first have a reforestation plan approved by the New
Jersey Forest Service. All the trees will need to be
replaced as near as possible to the construction site
in accordance with the hierarchy of sites stipulated
in the law.

The New Jersey Shade Tree and Community Forestry
Assistance Act enables communities and counties in
compliance to qualify for tree-related liability protection
and the opportunity to compete for special grants.
Compliance includes an approved Community Forestry
Management Plan, appropriately trained people, and
annual report submission. More than 37 percent of
New Jersey communities are either working toward

or already have an approved Community Forestry
Management Plan.

The preservation license plate, Treasure Our Trees,
has been joined by a first-ever commercial vehicle
plate with the same graphics of a red oak (the New
Jersey State Tree) in autumn colors and a flowering
dogwood (the New Jersey Memorial Tree). This legislation
was made possible through the joint efforts of the New
Jersey Community Forestry Council and
private-sector demand from arborists, foresters, tree
nursery owners, and landscapers. Our grant programs
continue to receive funds from the sale of these plates.

In FY 2002, New Jersey had 125 municipalities qualify
for Tree City USA status. This earned the State the
rank of sixth in the Nation and first among the Middle
Atlantic States.
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Statistical Highlights

Number of participating communities: 421
Number of communities receiving technical
assistance: 421

Number of days of volunteer assistance: 9,963
Number of Tree City USA communities: 125

Contact

Michael D’Errico

New Jersey Forest Service

P.O. Box 404

501 East State Street

Trenton, NJ 08625

609-292-2532 (phone)

609-984-0813 (fax)

e-mail: mderrico@dep.state.nj.us
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/forestry/community





