
64

Program Overview

In partnership with the USDA Forest Service, the
Rhode Island U&CF Program focuses on restoring and
maintaining the State’s green infrastructure. This goal
is accomplished through successful efforts to promote
and distribute the Rhode Island Urban and Community
Forest Plan through the mandated comprehensive
planning process of each city and town. The Division of
Forest Environment also maintains strong partnerships
with community tree groups and the Rhode Island Tree
Council by promoting tree planting, tree inventories,
urban forestry workshops, and field tours.

Program Accomplishments

The Rhode Island Tree Council has established "Tree
Action," a television program featured weekly on the
Rhode Island public access channel. Topics have been
wide ranging and include correct pruning techniques,
proper tree selection, and dramatic visual illustrations
of tree mulching. One program was devoted to the Asian
longhorned beetle in the belief that a well-informed
public is the best defense against the scourge. Rave
reviews for the stars and topics have kept the telephones
and e-mail busy with inquiries and discussions.

Citizen volunteers become Rhode Island Tree Stewards
by enrolling in an intensive course of classroom and
hands-on instruction, and by volunteering 30 hours of
"tree" service. The course is offered in the spring and
fall with approximately 30 people in each course. To
date, 323 people have taken the course. They now
perform myriad tasks, from assisting with mailings in
the office to developing a tree farm. Every city and town
in the State has tree stewards who are implementing
the urban forestry program in their communities.

The Rhode Island Tree Council’s 2002 Annual
Conference on Urban Forestry attracted 120 people to
discuss "Wires and Trees."  Since many communities
are struggling with poor tree-trimming practices, the
conference highlighted speakers from States that had
successfully developed strategies for reducing conflict
between trees and utilities. 

William Ellery Park in Newport was the setting for
Deborah Gangloff, executive director of American Forests,
to present Jan Reitsma, director of the Department of
Environmental Management, with one of 14 tulip poplar
seedlings propagated from seeds of the last remaining
Liberty Tree from the 13 original colonies. This icon of
the Colonial Revolution lives on in the seedlings from
the four-century-old tree whose remnants became 400
acoustic guitars.

Statistical Highlights

Number of participating communities: 40
Number of communities assisted: 40
Number of days of volunteer assistance: 1,160
Number of hours of training provided: 2,000
Number of Tree City USA communities: 7
Number of seedlings planted: 3,100
Number of trees planted: 307

Contact

Paul C. Dolan
U&CF Program Coordinator
Rhode Island Division of Forest Environment (RIDEM)
1037 Hartford Pike 
North Scituate, RI   02857
401–647–3367 (phone)    
401–647–3590 (fax)
e-mail: riforestry@edgenet.net
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