Talking Points For the Chief State Forester Iowa
· Welcome to Iowa.

· We are please to host the stakeholders meeting for this joint venture.

· The State forestry agencies of Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Minnesota and Wisconsin is very committed to promoting forestry in the upper Mississippi watershed in partnership with all interest parties; Federal, State, County, NGO and regional.
The upper Mississippi River and its Watershed have has working so hard and is due for maintenance. 
· The Upper Mississippi River is a “working” river and its basin is a “working” landscape. The Upper Mississippi River travels 800 miles from Lake Itasca in northern Minnesota to the confluence with the Ohio River at the southern tip of Illinois.  

· The basin (or watershed) encompasses nearly 189,000 square miles of land area that drains to the Lower Mississippi River at Cairo, IL.

· Over 200 years of changing land use in the basin and expanding navigational use of the river have transformed the river and its watershed. 

· Harvesting the northern pine forests and conversion of prairies and forests to agriculture has altered the hydrology of the watershed. 

· Construction of levees and locks and dams have separated the river from half its floodplain, and transformed 655-miles of the Mississippi and 323-miles of the Illinois from free-flowing rivers to a series of pools.

· The Upper Mississippi River Basin is a major sub-basin of the entire Mississippi River Basin, the largest floodplain river ecosystem in North America and the third largest of 79 such river systems in the world.  

· Few river systems have played such an integral role in shaping our nation’s history, culture, and economic heritage.  

· Today, over 50 percent of the corn and 47 percent of soybeans produced in America are grown in the Upper Mississippi River Basin.  

· On average, 80 million tons of agricultural commodities, petroleum products, and coal are annually transported on the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers.  

· The watershed is home to 30 million residents and over half of them use rivers as their drinking water supply. 
· The dams on the Mississippi river generate for example lock and dam 2 and in some places the river is used for cooling coal power generating plants.

· Nearly 12 million people use the river system each year to hunt, fish and recreate.

· The market is providing incentive for changing land use from forestry to real estate.
Negative effects that need to be reversed:

· The high cost of supplying clean drinking water.

· Loss of migratory bird habitat.

· Forest loss and fragmentation

· Increased dredging costs

· Regeneration failure in the flood plain. 

Each of you is assigned to a break out session we encourage to share your ideas. No action is not a choice. I wish you a successful stakeholders meeting.
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