Upper Mississippi Forest Partnership Stakeholders Meeting

February 28-March 1, 2006
Migratory Bird Habitat Regeneration Discussion Group
Strength and Opportunities

· Interest in watchable wildlife,opportunity for natural resources based economic development that increases habitat

· Data, resources and interest is abundant

· Information compiled for Important Bird Areas

· Organizations on mainstem, programs and potential funding combine to provide increased opportunities for monitoring and habitat work

· Migratory birds capture the imagination making them very marketable

· Conservation efforts can create jobs and money (expand user groups)

· Several different agencies own and protect large blocks of land that include critical bird habitat—if they could learn more about the status of bird species of concern and forest management, they could have a big impact collectively

· Bird migratory corridors along rivers in IL are outlined by forest cover maps, provides an opportunity to reverse their narrowing and decline

· A ‘fairly good’ forest resource base

· Loss of transitional areas, increase in riparian areas near cultivated areas provides opportunity for awareness and increased transitional areas

· Increase GIS data/models and bird count data

· Increase Partnerships working to assess and implement 

· Increase coordination

· Partners that once focused on waterfowl are expanding to include ‘all bird conservation’

· Focus on NRCS and SWCD offices with forest important interests 

· Increased interest in land trusts, LCV data, modeling capabilities

· Increased interest in inter-related, multi end point management interests

· Increasing number of private landowners willing to commit resources

· Increasing interest from FS to meet landowner needs for lower impact harvesting

· Increased flyway species, diversity, knowledge and habitat need

· Increased GIS and research, provides opportunity for change in legislation—local, state, and federal

· Bird conservation regional planning documents are done for CHBCR/MMR --partnership coordination has planning goals for wildlife, state wildlife plans, National Forest plans etc.

· Increased private landowner interests in wildlife, opportunity to educate

· Increased emphasis on creating and expanding partnerships, creates and expands habitat

· Regional Environmental Learning Center’s, nature centers, EE programs provide venues to demo sustainable forestry with focus on wildlife habitat

· Increase number of people in central MN are interested in volunteer to help plant and manage forest habitats

Issues – Actions for Next Three Years
· focus on private forest landowners who own the habitat, more species of birds depend on it

· direct funds to on the ground projects to increase or improve habitat-use citizen groups, plans, locals

· ID the missing links needed to connect existing critical forest habitat blocks and focus efforts there for connectivity

· make sure forestry plays a bigger part in the Farm Bill debate

· find funding to ID, protect and manage migratory bird habitat and educate the public about the need

· compile communication among players and get them to agree on forest objectives and work together

· implement appropriate conservation measures on areas inhabited by birds of highest concern

· get people of all agencies knowledgeable of all the tools—educate professionals

· develop a tax incentive program to encourage natural community restoration

· continue red shouldered hawk inventories to determine best forest mgmt. practices for many species

· coordinate forums to bring wildlife and forest managers together to address bird habitat needs, involve public
· address changing landowner demographic

· get good curriculum into forestry schools and field sites to educate the next/impending generation of foresters

· establish a vision for the area that is reasonable

· ID and map specific priority sites for habitat restoration

· develop web mapping servers and internet resources to create template management plans

· concentrate on large-scale connectivity-research the number of birds using migratory corridors and determine what kind of linear corridor gaps are significant

· promote and fund TSI for wildlife on private lands

· educate the public on the value of NMB (neo migratory birds?) in basin

· create good habitat materials for landowners

· expand this partnership-share research-learn

· UMFP-ID projects and implement

· certify all state, county, federal lands to FSC standards with bird habitat a major priority

	Strategy
	Partners 
	Resources
	Timeline
	Commitments

	Identify - then build connectivity between existing critical bird habitat blocks by directing funds to on the ground private lands projects that restore protect and manage.
	Different partners will participate in different stages of this strategy.  Private Landowners, Land Trust, RC & D's, DAI, NGO's, NRCS, Forest Service, USFWS, Audubon, USGS, State DNR's, SWCD's, COE
	Existing information, ongoing research, GIS capabilities, existing IBA's etc. Demonstration project partners, Biologists and Private Land Staff, Partners Ready to Implement
	Coarse Filter will be completed by April, State Wildlife Plans by July.  Then fine filters to include above plus IBA, BCA & other models already available will be incorporated by September (other IBA work continues.) Distribute to partners between September and October.  Begin using information by October 1st.
	US Army Corp - Will provide existing avian and land cover information as needed. Audubon UMR - help ID important areas.  Iowa DNR- Will disperse information to landowner and land managers through DNR publication available to all.  Northeast Iowa Resource Conservation and Development will distribute information to SWCD's, forestry groups etc. Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation will work with landowner in identified areas Great River Greening (MN) work to identify landowner and assist landowner with habitat restoration (if there are funds) Blufflands Alliance will work to increase collaboration to ensure a unified message Middle Mississipppi River Partnership will direct outreach to private landowners in focus areas and work with NRCS to reach private landowners


