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What has the Upper Mississippi Forest Partnership accomplished thus far?

· developed an Action Plan which will be expanded upon at this meeting

· established a UMFP coordinator, Samuel Osinde, hired through the WI DNR, thank you

· reassigned Teri Heyer from my staff to work with the UMFP coordinator

· developed a MOU with the Midwest State Foresters and the regional NACD representative—this is being signed as we speak

· the intention is to continue adding  partners to this MOU

· funded 10 migratory bird habitat improvement projects, administered through the IA DNR, thank you

· developed UMFP communication tools—display, brochure, website, and a communication plan outlining key messages

· initiated as regional GIS analysis in partnership with the UGSG Upper Midwest Environmental Science center intended to help focus our work where the will matter the most in addressing the UMFP main focus areas

A warm thanks was given to all for the behind scenes work it has taken to launch this effort.

One could make the analogy that building the UMFP is like building a car and these accomplishments so far are all parts of the car.  But what the car needs is gas to make it go.  This gas is being provided through an exciting new partnership with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  Neal Feeken, assistant director for the central region, will talk to us tomorrow about an exciting new grant opportunity with the Foundation.
