Upper Mississippi River Forest Partnership - Closing Remarks - Paul DeLong
How Can We Work Together To Make a Difference in the Upper Mississippi Watershed
· The Upper Mississippi is a rare opportunity to look beyond the boundaries of the state because the resource is truly recognized by a wide variety of stakeholders here in the Midwest.
· Clearly there are a diverse number of agencies and partner groups interested in the Upper Mississippi Basin.  What is also clear is that interest in part is due to the concerns over water quality in the area of the Upper Mississippi watershed.
· Forestry and forest management appears to be one of the tools available to address water quality and wildlife habitat concerns. Based on the energy described in the breakout groups and the reports developed, the following opportunities continue to be re-enforced: 

1. Conserve priority forest areas.
2. Identify and share the opportunities with landowners where there are hotspots for migratory birds.
3. The regeneration of bottomlands is a unique habitat and filtering system for the watershed.

4. Riparian buffer areas can address multiple concerns of filtering sediment and nutrient runoff and also assist with providing wildlife habitat.

· The “hotspot” mapping exercise provided excellent information for the various breakout groups to use and generated some excitement helping define where exactly these hotspots may occur.  Again, this may help to define where to strategically focus limited resources.  
· I would encourage continued participation in the Upper Mississippi Forestry Partnership.  These opportunities include:

1. Partnering at the agency level with signing onto a MOU.   

2. Contributing knowledge and expertise confirming the data and the hotspot mapping of strategic hotspots in the Basin.

3. Participating with the steering committee or through the various working groups.  

4. Implementing strategic opportunities by competing for grants through the NFWF.
· The end of this stakeholders meeting is the beginning of another leg in the journey of restoring the greatest good for the greatest number with a renewed commitment and focus.
· I would like to thank many of the partnering groups for time already committed to the upper Mississippi such as the Upper Midwest Environmental Service Center (UMESC), the USDA Forest Service, NRCS, the Army Corps of Engineers, TNC, RC&D’s, Soil and Water Conservation District’s, Mississippi River Citizen’s Commission, Trout Unlimited, and the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Commission. 
· On the behalf of the Upper Mississippi Forestry Partnership I want to thank you all for a job well done. As we leave for home, remember in 1905 what Gifford Pinchot said “the relationship between forests and rivers is like father and son”.

